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Filed for intro on  03/13/2002

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 737
By  Phelan

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Richard Binkley of
Yorkville.

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of

the death of Richard Binkley, a Gibson County school administrator and former teacher and

basketball coach; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Binkley was an exemplary educator and consummate professional who

worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow citizens in numerous capacities;

and

WHEREAS, Richard Binkley was born September 19, 1940, in a family including four

sisters and four brothers; following his education, he taught Agriculture at Yorkville School from

1963-70, served as school principal from 1983-90 and 1998-2002, and served as a supervisor

at the Gibson County Central Office from 1990-97; and

WHEREAS, at the time of his death, Richard Binkley had been serving with acumen and

alacrity as Principal of Yorkville Elementary School and as Transportation and Food Services

Supervisor for the Gibson County school system, in which positions he earned the respect of his

peers and superiors alike for the exemplary quality of his work; and
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WHEREAS, Mr. Binkley's death was a blow to the students at Yorkville, with whom he

maintained open lines of communication and affectionate and nurturing relationships, giving

second chances to students failing to complete their homework or getting into fights; and

WHEREAS, an active member of his community, Richard Binkley was extremely proud

of being selected as last year's Grand Marshal of the Yorkville Washer Pitching Contest; he

relished the renowned chess pie made by Joyce Hartsfield of Joyce's Restaurant and Catering;

and

WHEREAS, Mr. Binkley was also deeply devoted to his family, and he always

endeavored to remain true to family values of the highest order; and

WHEREAS, Richard Binkley enjoyed the loving companionship of his wife of 37 years,

Patricia, and was the proud father of daughter, Marty Loftis, and son, Trent Binkley; Richard and

Patricia were the loving grandparents of B.J.; and

WHEREAS, a caring man who loved his family and his community, as well as his

teachers and staff, Mr. Binkley will be sorely missed by all who knew and loved him; and

WHEREAS, Richard Binkley leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in

public life, compassion and loyalty in private life and diligence and dedication in all his chosen

endeavors; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the

bountiful life of this exceptional educator and human being; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we honor the memory of Richard Binkley, reflecting fondly upon his

impeccable character and his stalwart commitment to living the examined life with courage and

conviction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we express our sympathy and offer our

condolences to the family of Richard Binkley.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


